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Welcome Camp Henry Annual Luncheon VIRTUAL Table Captains! 

 

Thank you! Thank you!  Thank you!  We are so excited and grateful for your willingness to 
advocate for support of Camp Henry by serving as a virtual table captain for the 10th 
Annual Camp Henry Annual Luncheon. 

We want to make this easy and fun for you by providing you with all of the tools and 
support that you will need to be successful and have fun. 

 

In this toolkit, you will find: 

• Quick View Answers 

• About the 2020 Camp Henry Annual Luncheon 

• Frequently Asked Questions 

• Timeline and Checklist 

• About CAMPHENRY 

• CAMPHENRY Quick Facts 

• Guest List Brainstorming 

 

If you need ANYTHING, contact Jennifer Robelli at: 

 616-717-5558 or jenniferr@camphenry.org. 

 

 

Thank you,  

Camp Henry Luncheon Committee 
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About the 2020 Camp Henry Annual Luncheon 

 

Quick View Answers 

Are we having a luncheon this year?  YES 

Will the event be in-person or virtual? VIRTUAL 

Will the event still be at Noon on the Friday before Thanksgiving?  YES 

Can people participate if they are not available at that exact time?  YES 

Can people participate if they don’t live near downtown GR?  YES 

Since we are not sitting at tables this year, can I invite more than 8 people?  YES 

Will the Annual Luncheon still be awesome?  YES 

Does Camp Henry need generous donors and supporters more now than ever?  YES 

 

Camp Henry Annual Luncheon 

 

Camp Henry has been providing life changing experiences since 1937. Thousands of 
children come to the Shores of Old Lake Kimball each year and are significantly and 
positively impacted by their Camp Henry experience.    

This will be the 10th year for our annual luncheon.  We are excited to be holding the 
Camp Henry Annual Luncheon this year as a virtual event. While being mindful of the 
health and safety of our staff members, guests, and community we will be hosting an 
awesome event that will provide you and your guests with the information, connections, 
experiences, and inspiration that have made the annual luncheon such a powerful event 
year after year.  

While we will miss gathering in person with some of our most enthusiastic supporters - 
we are excited knowing that going virtual will allow us to make this event accessible to an 
unlimited number of participants - and has the potential to be even more financially 
successful than our previous gatherings. 

Over the past nine years of this event, the funds generated have been utilized in a number 
of different ways.  From the early years, where funding was needed to help pay the light 
bill and purchase toilet paper, to 2016 when we were thrilled to be able to establish the 
Camp Henry Endowment Fund at the Grand Rapids Community Foundation, to years 
where we have been able to designate funding toward special projects, camper 
scholarships, and capital improvements. 

Yet, this year for Camp Henry has been like none other in our 84 year history.  Like many 
organizations, COVID 19 had a dramatic and significant impact on Camp Henry.  Our 
spring season – from March through June – was completely wiped out.  During the 
summer, we were only able to serve 53% of the number of campers we anticipated 



serving.  Every public school group and most retreat groups have had to cancel their trips 
to Camp Henry this fall.  As a result, our revenue for this year will fall $1 million below 
what was budgeted for 2020. 

We find ourselves in a position where the luncheon may be more important than ever in 
helping to ensure the financial sustainability of Camp Henry, and positioning camp to 
both survive 2020 as well as thrive in 2021 and beyond. 

We are thrilled to share that an anonymous donor has offered a generous matching 
challenge for this year. This donor will match 1:1, dollar for dollar, every dollar that is 
raised at the luncheon this year up to $100,000. 

During the luncheon, we plan to inspire attendees and give them the opportunity to learn 
about and support Camp Henry. This is a great way to not only raise support – but to also 
raise awareness of Camp Henry and our programs across local communities.    

 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What does it mean to be a Virtual Table Captain? 

The plan for Virtual Table Captains is remarkably similar to what you would do for an in-
person gathering: bring people to the ‘table’! We need your help to ask people to set aside 
this time and join with us. A benefit this year is that attendees don't have to be available, in 
Grand Rapids, at Noon on a Friday, to be able to attend the luncheon. Folks that may not 
have been able to attend before won't have those barriers and constraints.  

We will send attendees a link for access to the event videos at the same time our luncheon 
would typically be held. Folks can login right away to watch or watch it as they find time 
over that weekend. 

 

Are there ways to get my ‘table’ together? 

Yes! We invite you to set up virtual coffee connections, cocktail hours, Q&A sessions, after-
parties, etc with your guests, at a time that works for you.  We would be happy to help set 
up Zoom Meetings and find a staff or board member to join your gathering to provide a 
quick thank you to your guests and answer any questions about Camp Henry that they 
have.  

 

Who do I invite? 

You know more people that you think! Start by thinking about your colleagues, friends 
and family members who you believe care about Camp Henry’s mission to provide life 
changing experiences in a Christian environment. For every 10 yes’s, you typically will 
need to invite 20-25 people.  



Think Big!! Past and present Camp Henry staff/campers/board members are all over the 
world - and they can get involved with this event from wherever they are! Or maybe your 
parents/sister/brother/best friend lives in another state but would be happy to support you 
by being part of your virtual table.  

 

Do I only need to invite people who I know will give a gift? 

• We never know what will touch another’s heart. 

• We rarely know how and where people give. 

• People most unassuming may have great capacity. 

• People with modest resources are often the most generous. 

• Give everyone the opportunity to make their own giving choices. 

• Camp Henry needs support but connections and awareness are important, too. 

 

How do I invite guests? 

We have created multiple formats of the invitation, so you can invite guests in the way 
that is most natural for you: face-to-face, over the phone, via email or through social 
media. Jennifer will create a personalized registration link for your table for you to use. 
Here is a registration link template as an example. 

Sample email to potential guests: 

Dear __________,  

I am hosting a virtual table on November 20, benefitting Camp Henry. While we are not 
able to gather in person this year, at Noon on the 20th, we will all jump on to view the live 
streamed Annual Luncheon.  There will be videos, photos, interviews, and a short program 
to help tell people more about the mission, vision, and ministry of Camp Henry – and 
about the amazing life changing successes and accomplishments that have happened 
during 2020 – even during a worldwide pandemic.  There will be a time to consider 
making a contribution or to make a pledge to Camp.  There is no minimum or maximum 
gift size…but, we’re hoping you’ll help out as you are able and as you are inspired to give.  
As much as anything, we want people to learn and hear more about Camp Henry!  This 
year, an anonymous donor has offered a generous matching challenge. This donor 
will match 1:1, dollar for dollar, every dollar that is raised at the luncheon this year up 
to $100,000. 

The staff at Camp Henry have shown extraordinary resolve during the COVID-19 
pandemic to provide a safe and welcoming experience for campers and guests. Their 
efforts are not possible without the support and partnership of many dedicated friends 
and supporters.  

Can I count on you to join my table? I’ve attached an electronic invitation with additional 
details. I hope you can join me!  

You can register for my ‘table’ by going to (your personal table registration link) 

Sincerely, [Your Name] 

https://forms.gle/8kZknigN7xHo8HHZ6


Sample social media post:  

Camp Henry provides life changing experiences for all in a Christian environment. Their 
annual fundraiser this year will be held virtually, please consider joining me at my virtual 
table to support the amazing work that they do.   

(your personal table registration link) 

 

Response to those who cannot attend:  

Dear _______,  

I’m sorry to hear that you are unable to attend this upcoming event. I hope that you will 
consider donating in lieu of your attendance. If you would like, here is a link to find out 
more about Camp Henry and to donate.  This year, an anonymous donor has offered a 
generous matching challenge. This donor will match 1:1, dollar for dollar, every dollar 
that is raised at the luncheon this year up to $100,000. 

(Link to camphenry.org/2020luncheon) 

Sincerely, [Your Name] 

 

Response to those who say they are not available at Noon on November 20th:  

Dear _______,  

Even though you are not available to login right at Noon on the 20th – a great thing about 
the event being virtual this year is that you can login later that day or during the weekend.  
We would love for you to participate when you are able later that day – and consider 
partnering with us to help us fulfill our mission. If not, I hope you will consider donating in 
lieu of your attendance. If you would like, here is a link to find out more about Camp 
Henry and to donate.  This year, an anonymous donor has offered a generous 
matching challenge. This donor will match 1:1, dollar for dollar, every dollar that is 
raised at the luncheon this year up to $100,000. 

(Link to camphenry.org/2020luncheon) 

Sincerely, [Your Name] 

 

What to do when… 

They say yes! 

 Ask them to register at (your personal table registration link) 
 Let them know they will be receiving email communications from us at the Camp 

Henry about the upcoming event  
 Ask them if they know anyone else who might be interested in attending  
 If you will be scheduling a virtual gathering for your guests, invite them to 

participate and send them details 



They say no or you already know they cannot attend:  

If they cannot attend due to a schedule conflict, ask them if they’d consider donating to 
support Camp Henry – or – invite them to watch later on the 20th or sometime over that 
weekend. 

 

What communication will guests receive from Camp Henry? 

• Once folks register they will receive a thank you and confirmation email from 
Jennifer at Camp Henry. 

• If you are hosting a virtual gathering or virtual after-party for your guests, we can 
help you communicate about the event, if you like. 

• On Monday, November 16, guests will receive a reminder email.  
• On Thursday, November 19, guests will receive a second reminder – “looking 

forward to tomorrow” email. 
• On Friday, November 20, all guests will receive the link at 9 am that they will be 

able to use to view the event, along with the links to make pledges or donations. 
• On Friday, November 20 – at 11:55 am – we will send out an email saying that we 

will be going live in 5 minutes. Again, the links to make a pledge or a donation will 
be included. 

• After the event, guests will receive a thank you for being a part of the luncheon. 
They will also be thanked by Camp Henry for any pledge or donation they have 
made. 

Timeline & Checklist 

Anytime! 

 Keep in touch with us! We will be in touch with you regularly (primarily by email) 
to make sure you have everything you need and to answer any questions.  If you 
are having trouble – don’t wait.  Let us know and we can help.  We want you to 
stay inspired. 

Right Now! 

 Recruit other Table Captains! Do you know someone who loves Camp Henry and 
would make a good table captain? Connect them with us by emailing 
jenniferr@camphenry.org 

 Create your guest lists. Use our Guest List Brainstorming Section at the end of this 
toolkit to get you started.  

 Learn about Camp Henry. 
 Invite your guests! Jennifer will send you a personal table registration link to send 

out. You will ask your guests to register themselves at that link. Here is a 
registration link template as an example. 

 Promote the Camp Henry Annual Luncheon on social media. Follow Camp 
Henry on Facebook. See the FAQ section for a sample post. 
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In November 

 Schedule and Host a Virtual Gathering with your guests before the event. 
Connect with your guests ahead of November 20. During these times, it’s important 
to keep connected and hosting a virtual gathering can help create a fun and 
exciting atmosphere – and provide a time to gather together to support Camp. 
Connect with Jennifer at Camp Henry if you need help with this or to schedule a 
camp staff or board member to ‘stop by’ your gathering. 

 Consider hosting an After-Party Virtual Gathering with your guests. Again, we 
are happy to help you get this setup and to schedule a staff or board member to 
‘stop by’ your gathering.  

Two weeks before the event  

 Make sure your guests have all registered. Jennifer can help you find out who 
has registered for your ‘table’. Feel free to connect with her at any time.  

One week before the event 

 Send a reminder to your guests and let them know how excited you are for the 
event. We will also be sending out a reminder with information on how to watch 
and make a donation.  

Day of the event 

 Find the link in your inbox and watch the event.  
 Remind your guests about your after-party if you’ve scheduled one.  

After the event 

 Say thank you! Please take some time to thank your guests for their support. You 
can personally reach out to them via phone or consider mailing them a written 
thank you note. Camp Henry will be making sure to thank them as well. 

 Share your feedback. We would love to hear what you thought of your experience 
as a table captain as well as the overall event. You can reach us directly at 
jenniferr@camphenry.org 

 

About CAMPHENRY 

Camp Henry has had the privilege of serving campers, families, and guests since 1937.  We 

believe that a camping experience at Camp Henry has the capacity to transform lives in 

many ways. With such a concentrated amount of time, a beautiful natural environment, 

intentional camp programs and activities, opportunities to try something new, and 

campers being surrounded by positive Christian role models - the combination is perfect  

for enhancing and positively changing the lives of campers and guests who come to 

Camp Henry. 
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Camp Henry welcomes campers of all faiths as well as no faith at all. We don’t require, 

assume, or expect that all campers are Christians or come from Christian families.  Our 

hope is to simply be Christian toward everyone who comes to camp.   

 

Our expectation is that everyone who comes to Camp Henry – whether a summer camper 

in July or a student coming in the Fall with their school group – will have the opportunity 

to have a life changing experience in a loving, caring, authentic, Christian environment.  

Our staff members are truly awesome – energetic, encouraging, compassionate, fun-

loving, dedicated, hard-working, and full of joy – and love having opportunities to 

welcome and serve campers and guests at Camp Henry! 

 

Camp Henry is truly a camp for all.  

Our Mission is to provide life-changing experiences for all in a Christian environment. 

One of the ways in which we bring this mission to life is by providing over $100,000 in 
scholarship support to campers and families that otherwise would not be able to benefit 
from a Camp Henry experience.  This results in over 20% of our summer campers and 
multiple school groups receiving some level of financial assistance.  For many campers – 
their time at Camp Henry is the highlight of their entire year.   

 

CAMPHENRY Quick Facts 

• Camp Henry was founded in 1937 by Westminster Presbyterian Church 

• Serves over 7,500 campers and guests each year. 

• Sits on 212 acres, including over ¼ mile of lakefront on Kimball Lake in Newaygo. 

• In 2020, Camp Henry served over 1,000 overnight summer campers.  In the entire 
State of MI in 2020, only 10,000 kids had a chance to experience overnight summer 
camp – with over 10% of those coming to Camp Henry. 

• Camp Henry raises over $100,000 annually for camper and school group 
scholarships. 

• Camp Henry typically hosts campers and guests 40 of the 52 weekends of the year. 

• Camp Henry serves a variety of groups year round – including: 
o School Groups 
o Church Groups – Youth 

Groups, Leaders, Family 
Camps 

o Team Sports Groups 
o College Groups – Clubs, 

Programs, Departments 

o Court Diversion Programs 
o Family Camps & Reunions 
o Corporations and 

Organizations 
o Scout Groups 

• 100.0% of 2020 summer camp parents would recommend Camp Henry to others. 

 

 



Table Captain Guest List Brainstorming 

You know more people than you think! 

• Folks with a connection – or potential connection - to Camp Henry 
o Camper Parents 
o Camper or Staff Alumni 
o School or Church group campers and guests 
o Principals, Pastors, or Youth Leaders 
o Westminster Presbyterian Church Members 
o Family Camp Families 

• Browse your many Contacts lists 
o Computer 
o Phone 
o Business cards 
o Address book 
o Holiday card list 
o Customers and Vendors 
o Parents of your child’s friends 

• Think about your community connections 
o Boards and organizations 
o Community initiatives and advocacy groups 
o Organizational leaders, business owners, managers 
o People in business, corporations or industry 
o People you want to connect or reconnect with 

• Consider organizations or groups you are connected to 
o Service clubs 
o Church 
o Children’s sports teams 
o Book club 

 


